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Only Article Authorized by
Egypt Exploration Fund Tells
of the Discovery of Supposed
Pool of Osiris at Abydos

Suinemm inaccurate accounts of tlie remit in''r-(- ;

of the il I'ohl of Oairis at Abjiiloi, I'mii't, hi
the l'timit Fuml hiin' licen printnl, Tiik
Sf.MiAY SUN present h( tow tin' aulhorl;cit article
alien out till the ori)anl:ation in the t'niteil State, ft
inm iireimml Ui I'rof. Thoman W'hlttcinorc, the wili
American on the .staff, nml It ticconiiiaiiieit photo.

fiiii taken iniilrr the ilireetim of I'rof, Sa-- i

illi , ill 1 clor of the irorh;

uy Tiiit:i as wiiittiiuoiii:,
nx I k I it ii Ulri-eto- r it nil Viiii'rlrmi ItepreM'iituI I e mi tlie

iiiir in iiiopi "f tin' i.ioih r.iiurniioii rmui.

tlio past ivlntor at Abydos In t'ppcr Kgypt the
Dl'ltlNfi nf the Kgypt Exploration Fund, under

genem! direction of I'rof, Kdouard Nuvlllo of
Onovn, have found u unique mid hitherto wholly

building. To the American subscribers to the fund In

ir'Hiiliir may well belong the llrst line thrill of the new, mid
en n sense of possession of the building ItHclf also, nnd thin

m .him' their generosity opened the excnvatlon III the winter
1 1 anil because their encouraging faith In those who under-- n

the work, confronting a spirit of ii- lay and Indlfferenre,
orought it off triumphantly in the end.

iidii, or Abydos, as the Creeks first calleil It, Is one of
-- e pUices, like Delphi and Jerusalem, where the grandeur
i .iture Is the Inspiration and rellex of a nee much occupied
a the thiiiKH of Ood. Here the desert, like a sea, mikca a

in the western hills and sets n flaming boundiry to the,

rld.
Two promontories loom up like guardians. Desert waves

lung up the slopes break In wand foam among the loose
' ..i.ders nnd rush hack In torrents out of the higher w.idles

r valleys. Paleolithic man has left his Hints scatteied over
summits of these 'hills, nnd from lib undated life, until to-- i
Abydos has never ceased to be the abodo of the living and

' the dead,
Hero Kgypt came to worship. Osiris, the

m.ty who had been slnln and who had risen from the dead,
it w:us traditionally known In Creek

i legend of Osiris, as
' mes and written down by Plutarch nnd Dlodorus, Is briefly

.at the god was done to death in Jealousy and that his body w as

r t. , and scattered by the Hebrew Bod Sell and the
xentv-tw- o conspirators. Isls. the wife of Osiris, made search

the fragments, and wherever sho found ono she erected n

tie and assembled tho parts In a certain hollow tree. Tra-- .,

... .1.... ii... 1,11,1 nt n.s r Is was burled ata on .in sines nwim mm -

Lis. hence Abydos Is the "mound of the Osiris head cm-- i

symbolized by tho emblem containing Die head

led 'with plumes ami pierced by the serpent. 'Osiris took

i t In the west," the place of tho dead.

'lie in
u i

lie

III.

ik

Kgypt In political life I nine one, uiu
of locil filial Boils T" nosoripvn ....

some sense the spiritual fountain head, the Brent tin- -

oiirco. Wh. lever It was imsmi m - -
his creed became hallowed at Abydos by centuries of

elernal life. Aby.los was vnan failb and hope in
Ml pielilHloile times until I". day of the hllipenu s.

Sanctuaries and tern s as won as u ,.....-- ' "
Hie shri e m , to

.pll..,! beyond number. The fu f

of the rich and prlvi'iwd priest noon .. , .

Twelfth Uy.insiyi nut ' u mini i.ium-r- . n ...
t , It l,v the 4.ea.lty of their temples temples not Ike

r l.'ixor, dynastic foundations, our mjai -

tm.

General view of excavation. Ruin is 100 feet long and 60 feet wide and lies 40 feet below desert
surface. An outer wall 20 feet in thickness contains cells. Picture below Reconstruction showing great
hall; pool which is Strabo's Well and "Tomb of Osiris."

I

PICTORIAL MAGAZINE
iNEW YORK, SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 1914.

C'opyHflM. 1914, by "ic fun 'Hitdip foul VubUtMng AoHaHon

Hitherto Unknown Building
Wh ere Egypt Worshipped
Pre-Christi- an Divinity
Unearthed Last Winter

much ns St Mark's In Venice was tho private chapel of the
Doge.

In the Middle and New Umpires? the principal event of the
year nt Abydos was a mystery play, the earliest known drama
or nctlon, presentlnK n picture of the chief Incidents of the
nod's mythology. It was a pl.iy la eli;ht acts, now completely
I ist, fave .is far as th principal scenes are Indicated for us In
tho Krent sttle of Ikernofiet of tho Twelfth Dynasty, now In
lterlin. Thousands come to Abydos diirinB those annual festival
days, as they come y to the Mulld of .Sheikh' Said el
lledawl at Tentnh, or that of Imani Chafe', soinh of Old Cairo.

It was a wise decision of M. Xavllle's not .to work last year
iiKUlnst n season's odds facliiB us In Mirlclte's 80,000 cubic fet
of rubbish which had lain since his excavation of the Temple
of Sell about sixty years npo. In those days less attention
was paid to the tipplnB of rubbish than now, and 'his wis Just
over tho place where we ourselves wanted to iIIb' M. Navllle
wilted until the department nf antiquities had fulfilled Its
Beta roils olTer to reiuoe the hill. Th.s It did lat Minuner
under the direction of M. (lustave l.efelire, and we returned to
resume iiir work, thus enormously udvanC'd to level Rround,
on the 10th of December, IMS. The staff of excavators comprised
Prof N'avl'.le, t;. A. WalnwiiBht, (I. M. Ulbson nnd myself.

We divided the site into two parts, north and south, and
began at once to follow out tie- walls of the chamber which
we had meiely entered two years awo, then belleviiiB It to be
two chambers at the end of the Morenptnli sloplnB piss.ifje.
At tin1 same time we began to open the Bround as near as we
d.ired approach the Temple of Sell without fe.ir of affecting
i'ie integrity of Its foundations, This was an attempt nt the
outs't to llnd the limits of whatever construction lay between
what we had already excavated and Sell's temple.

Double walls about six meters wide soon liegun to appear
both to the north nnd to the south. The casing was of lltne-s- t

no, containing fossil shell H.uclna th'b.ilca) which may have
come from any of the quarries along the river between lla'-yan- n

nnd Keneh. The Inner wall was of maBiilllcent red sand-
stone, not ipinrtzlte, probably from the quarrl s of Auibetel-Sagla- r

near Assounn, Tin- - wt'st chamber, which we went on
clenrlng nil the while, was constructed of large blocks in
p.irallil horizontal courses of n compact gray variety of sand-
stone from f!ebe Sllsllah, northeast of Assouan.

It was evident from the first that we were digging Into a
ruin. Immense shattered blocks of red Asiiouan granite lay
about us and the tops of Branlte piers CJme Into view, I'or our
wonder, too, enormous millstones appaled as the work pro-
gressed. One of thi so stones scarcely turned full round before
another circle embraced It. ns Dante wi.s, and slruck motion
to its motion and song to Its song.

We had taken accurate aim In shooting at this sit' , for
as we went on day nfter day a complete outline of n great
rectangular hall about thirty-thre- e meters, long and twenty-tw- o

meters wide became clear. Two rows of live piers, all
monolithic, but one and two engaged piers at each end, all
broken off nt different heights gradually divided the hall Into
three nlsles.

In the northeast corner, lo our Joy. several of the colossal
granite b'ocks were still nobly resting on their granite lintels.
Some of them were live meters Ioiib and not less than eighty
ions In weight; they shownl in how the aisles were originally
loafed, and In the centre aisle at the east wall two mammoth
nirbels or shelves Jutted out, bearing the remains of mortar,
that we mltflit not remain Ignorant how the n mini aisle was
spanned.

The question oftenest ifked us by amazed Visitors stepping
nut of the Temple of Seti upon the divert to see our work was:

I low could you have known It was here?" For our guidance

'mi a f fl on sit a ui ;',iii


